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Among the key components of current National Research Council undergraduate Biology 
Education recommendations are assessing students' prior knowledge and directly 
confronting any misconceptions students may have.1-2  These are also essential aspects of 
Scientific Teaching.3,4  Formative quizzes are ideal tools for both objectives and also play 
an important role in assessing student learning while class topics are being covered, a 
crucial part of all effective pedagogy.  These and other uses of formative quizzes, as well 
as their "nuts and bolts" applications in transforming undergraduate Microbiology 
education for the 21st Century offer an obvious ASMCUE microbrew session. 
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