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• Why use new media in the classroom?

• BIO361: Biology of HIV/AIDS

• Use of blogs and podcasts

• Use of Twitter

Why use new media in the 
classroom?

• Extends conversation
• Beyond normal class time
• Beyond normal class topics
• Beyond instructor expertise

• Easily accessible anywhere, anytime
• “Wow” factor





BIO 361: The Biology of HIV/AIDS

• Senior seminar course
• Enrollment limited to 12 

students
• Chronological examination of 

pandemic
• Student-led discussions of 

primary articles
• Discussions of social, political, 

economic issues
• Non-traditional 

assignments/assessments

A blog and podcast for 
undergraduate education

• In depth examination of topic
• Topics

– Microbicides
– Gender-based sexual violence
– HIV/AIDS and national security

• Public dissemination



A blog and podcast for public 
outreach

• Installments are freely available
• One of the top HIV/AIDS iTunes podcasts
• > 12,000 downloads since February 2007
• Carried by various sources

– International Carnival of Pozitivities
– The Education Podcast Network
– Positively Positive
– About.com: HIV/AIDS

Gender-based 
violence and 
HIV/AIDS

Rebecca Jameson 
‘07

Benefits of blogs and podcasts

• Wide dissemination
• Greater student ownership
• Some public engagement



Drawbacks of blogs and 
podcasts

• Timing of posts
• Time required of administrator
• Only limited public engagement

Using Twitter in the classroom



Twitter  History
• Launched in July 2006
• Today – 65 million tweets per day
• Increasing role academia

• May 2008 – AcademHack: “So you want to 
microblog (Twitter) with your students

• Chronicle of Higher Ed
• > 3 years ago: 17 articles
• 1 – 3 years ago: 378 articles
• < 1 year ago: 485 articles

Mark Sample, Rick Reo. George Mason University, 2009



Uses of Twitter in BIO361

• Spring 2010: Encouraged students to set 
up account

• July 2010: Tweeting from AIDS 2010
• August 2010: Announce #bio361 hashtag
• Fall 2010: Tweeting throughout semester

• Not graded
• Integrated into class discussion

• Did it work?





David Wessner @dawessner
Davidson, NC
Bio professor at Davidson College. 
HIV/AIDS educator.

Alissa Sadler @alissasadler
Vancouver, BC
Internet nerd helping leaders in health 
& science innovation tell their stories 
& share their knowledge. I love 
Vancouver & work @signalsca 

Tara C. Smith @aetiologyIowaAsst.
Professor, lab rat 
(microbiologist/infectious disease 
epidemiologist) and occasional blogger, 
full-time nerd
http://scienceblogs.com/aetiology

Nick Bennett @peds_id_doc
New York, Syracuse
Pediatric Infectious Disease Fellow, 
and vocal fan of patient-centered 
care. You've got the bugs, we've got 
the drugs

Caitlin Piper @caitlinpiper
Davidson, NC
Student
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